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PREFACE

Oil spill incidents have the potential to cause significant environmental injuries to a wide
range of natural resources and services.  The extent of injuries resulting from an incident depends
upon such factors as the circumstances of the incident and the prevailing environmental
conditions.  Preventing the discharge of oil, or a threat of such a discharge, is the most logical
means of avoiding problems associated with oil spills.  However, when oil spill incidents cannot
be prevented, measures must be in place to address effects resulting from the incident.

The Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA) was established to provide such measures.  OPA
highlights the initial response activities needed to contain and clean-up oil, and protect natural
resources and services from the imminent effects of oil.  OPA also authorizes Natural Resource
Damage Assessments (NRDA) to address residual injuries resulting from the incident.  NRDA
regulations promulgated by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
became effective February 5, 1996 (15 CFR Part 990).

This document focuses on the early or preliminary activities for NRDAs under OPA, as
outlined in the Preassessment Phase of the NRDA regulations developed by NOAA.  The
information gained through preassessment activities should serve as the foundation for a more
detailed assessment of injuries to natural resources and services affected by oil spill incidents.
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